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THBI SITUATION.
Tfco ooodition of the Army of the Potomac ap¬

pears to bo one of perfect inaction, enlivened by
the ordinary enjoyments which characterize a

canap ia which no fear of the approach of an ene¬

my dietarbs the festivity. The officers, who are

quartered comfortably in winter hats, it appears,
hare their wires with then, to make tbe huts
nore comfortable. Other officers entertain their
frteads at plentiful dinners, where eloquent
words are spoken and eloquent untie is
discoursed hy military bands. The Masonic por
tiea of the army hold their lodge meetings accord¬
ing to Masonic rale, and the pickets on both aides
preserve a polite and accommodating neutrality.
To distmh this pleasant state of affairs, however,
the rebel guerillas make an occasional demonstra¬
tion. For instance, they made n night foray on

Colonel Sweitzer'a brigade, of the Fifth army
corps, wounding six of the men, bnt fearing eight
of their own party dead on the field, for they met
a warmer reception than they expected.
A feeling antagonistic to the rebel govern¬

ment and military despotism in North Carolina i-
growing stronger and stronger every day, if
we can judge from the tone of the Raleigh
press, as exemplified in the columns of the
Mandat d, which' declares that if the civil law is
to be trampled under foot by the suspension of the
writ of Habeas corpus, and if the rights of
the States are to be ignored and swept
away by the common government, tbe
people of North Carolina will take their own af¬
fairs into their own hands, and will proceed in
coareotioa assembled to vindicate their liberties
and their privileges. It further deelnres that the

people will not submit to a military despotism
nor to the destruction of their rights, personal
and civil, in this or any other war. The people
of North Carolina thus regard the civil rights of
the citizen as sacred, as ahove and beyond the
control of any miliUry power, no matter ny whom
exercised.

Gei e ul fteUotiel-1 baa been ordered to relieve
General Foster, in command of the Department of
th . Ohio, the fetter officer not being sufficiently
recov -r d from his wounds to continue his duties.
General HcliofieH left Washington for Knnxville

yesterday.
The blockade of Wilmington, which is now un

der the charge of Admiral Lee, is progressing
well. Our correspondence from that point will
abow bow effectually the business is being carried
out there.
Wo give to-day another batch of extracts trom

Mr. Howard's diplomatic correspondence, which
bear principally upon the action of the rebel

pirnten, aad the complaint or the British authori¬
ties In the cases of tbe destruction of the Jacob
Bell by the Florida and the numerous delin¬
quencies of the famoue Alabama.

CONQBISB.
fa the 8«>nate yesterday, the bill to promote en-

listmeut* was taken ap, but its consideration pout
peaeJ till to-day, at tbe suggestion of Mr. Crimea,
swing to its providing no bounty for colored sol¬
diers. Mr. Davis' resolution calling for the cor¬

respondence with the rebel authorities in refer¬
ence to the exchange of prisoners was taken up,
but, without being disposed of, was also post¬
poned. The report of Mr. Newton, Commissioner
of Agriculture, in reference to the proposed tax
on leaf tobacco, and adverse to the measure, was

presented, and referred to the Finance Commit¬
tee. The oonalderation of the oath required to be
taken by Senators to support the government was

then resumed, and Mr. Revcrdj Johnson, of
Mnrytaod, spoke at length in opposition to it. He
was replied to lg Mr. Howard, of Michigan. Mr.
Foot, of Vermont, also spoke against insisting
.poo as administration of ths oath to Senators,
after which the amendment of Mr. Powell was

rejected by 2d nays to 13 yeas, when the subject
wee paotpsaed, and ths Senate adjourned until
Monday next.
la the House of Representatives a new standing

ns.ittiii to ho entitled the Committee on a

Oaiferm System ofCoinage, Weights and Measures,
was aatherioed. The discussion of the joint resolu¬
tion amendatory of the Conduceties not was contin¬
ued from ths previous day; hat, without receiving n
Anal disposition, the matter wad laid over. Ths
House then, in Committee o4 ths Whole, took up
the hill to increase ths internal rereaae, aad
Amendatory of the present Internal Birmmi net,
the debate no which coaaomad the greater port of
thosoosiou, becoming at times somewhat bitter
aad persoaal. Some few amendments wore
agreed to. when the bill, u amended, was report-
od to the House, and it sad a substitute which
Mr. Btereas intends to off.r for It were ordered to
ho prioted. Without lurthcr proceedings, the
Moose adjourned until to-day.

TO LEGISLATURE
la ths Benate yesterday bills were reports

favorably to amend tbe charier oi the ltrookl>n
Fire Department and to legalize tbe action of the
Hupervisors of this citv in »«lnp bonn't and riot
funds Notices ware g < of hills to ssthorize
lb# Brie Railroad Con pan* to increase their api-

til clock ibI to enable tkc co»po«7 *.W *

fevMV (Od « (Wr raai, and to legah« the

(MM if ceftttoiteo of tafebtpdnoas tor tie firemen

and military of Brooklyn. A bill waa introduced
to incorporate the Control Pork Hold Company,
ond the bill amending the chorter of the Protect¬

ant KpincopaFOoclety woo passed.
la the Assembly, in Coniinittee of the W hols,

the hill to extend the elective franchise to voters
in the army and navy woe considered, a* wo# olso
thot proposing to omend the Quarantine lowo, ond

progreeo wo# reported thereon- A bill was intro¬
duced baiting the charge# for freight an the Hud-
eon River Reilrood to the rotes charged in Novem¬
ber, 1862. with twenty-Ave per cent added, and
passenger charge#, way ond throngh, to two cent#
per mile. The annual Appropriation bill was also
introduced, under which the total amount to be
raised is *1.342,059 26. *

M18CXLLAMKOV1 RVk
The Board of Conncilmen met at four o'clock

la#t evening, when a communication waa received
from the Mayor, containing a petition signed by a
number of merehauls doing buaineaa on the weat
aide of the city, complaining of the inconvenience
eaueed by the managers of the Central Park and
North and East River Railroad Company sweeping
the dirt from their track and piling it in heaps
doss to the sidewalk. The Mayor recommended
the adoption oi an ordinance directing the super¬
intendents and officers of all the city railroads to
remove the dirt from their tracks to dumping
grounds which the City Inspector should ba au¬
thorized to provide. He also recommended the
vigorous enforcement of the ordinance forbidding
the use of salt on the tracks, which was re¬
ferred to the Committee on Railroads. He also
transmitted a copy of a letter announcing
that Major General Dfx had taken posses-
sion of the Park Barracks as a matter
of "military necessity" for the reception
of the returned soldiers, and also that measures
had been taken for the thorough cleansing of the
same. The request that the United States au¬
thorities be allowed to erect barracks on the Bat¬
tery was renewed, and referred to the Committee
on Lands and Places. Mr. Brandon offered a reso¬
lution that the Street Commissioner be authorized
to remove the barracks from the City Hall Park
forthwith, which was referred to the same commit¬
tee. The Mayor, in another communication, urged
the adoption of a resolution that a memorial be
sent to the Legislature for the passage of an act
authorizing the issue of stock to the amount of
five millions of dollars to provide means for paving
with Belgian or trap block pavement all streets
below Fourteenth street not already thus paved.
Referred ts the Committee on Streets. On motion,
the hour of meeting was changed to one o'clock
P. M., and the Board adjourned until Monday next
at that time.
The trial of John B. Holmes for the murder or

Policeman Gourley, nearly ten years ago, was con
eluded in the Court of Oyer and Terminer, before
Judge Leonard, on Wednesday, and resulted in
the prisoner being convicted of manslaughter in
the fourth degree. The prisoner's counsel an¬
nounced that he would prepare a bill of excep¬
tions, and that he would be ready with the neces¬
sary documents on Wednesday next, to which day
the court adjourned.
Louis J. Olmstead, whose case has been under

investigation for the past few days, was yesterday
discharged from custody by Marshal Murray, on
the ground that he had suceeMfully refuted all
the charges brought agaiust him in connection
with his alleged complicity in sending contraband
of war down South. -In addition to this several
of the leading men of New York came forward
and gave testimony as to the loyal character of
Mr. Olmstead.
The steamer Cumbria arrived last-evening from

Hilton Head, having on board the Twenty-fifth
Ohio Volunteers (veteraua), under the command
of Major N. Haughton. The regiment will leave
New York on its way to Ohio as soon as transpor¬
tation ctn be furnished, where they will enioy the
benefit of the furlough granted in cases of re-
enlistment. " ¦*"

Tbs stock market was col to Urn yesterday, sad,
under ike preasureef sellers, prices gave- way one to
three per cent on a majority of the raitroaq shares.
Cold could not ma ntels too speculative premium which
It bad attained by the operations of a combination. and
it fell yesterday to li#1*', but rote again and closed at
J57,'«. Tbere waa nn alteration in tbe loan market. Tbe
five-twenty government bonds are cow rsducsd to about
seven millione, and tbe supposition waa that tbe balance
of tbe !«an would be taken before tbe close of business
tot'ay.
Tbe sudden fall in tbe pr ce of gold ha-1 tbe tendency to

unsettle tbe market yesterday, and greatly restricted
commercial transactions. At tbe Produce Fxchango a

fair business wee dene, but generally at lower prices.
particularly for tour and grain. Provisions were not
aCected to any great extent. Groceries were nearly
nomlral, as were moat imported goods. Cotton was
abeul steady. Petroleum was firm for crude and dull
ace 'ower for refined. Freights were dull and heavy.

Tkc Presidential Question.Vol Too Corns
to Consider It.

For tone weeks past we hare been actively
discussing the Presi'1 Hal question, and urging
upon tbe loyal masacs of tbe country ef all
parlies, regardless of party managers or party
conventions, the adoption of General Grant
ae their common candidate. The scheming
politicians of tbe day, startled by this unex¬

pected agitation of tbe waters, have, by va¬

rious silly devices, been vainly endeavoring to
put a stop to this popular movement Thus
tbe New York Tribune, which in tbe outset
tried to console itself with the idea that tbe
Herald had taken up General Grant only to
kill him off. now falls back upon tbe suspicious
plea that in this early agitation of the next

Presidency we are guilty of " tbe most short¬
sighted and mischievous error of tbe day.*'
We are further admonished by this patriotic

philosopher that " the business immediately in
hand is the overthrow of the rebellion;*' that
"we ought to. and probably will, finish it by the
Fourth of July f that this " will be in ample
season for tbe selection and nomination of
our beat and strongest man for next Presi¬
dent;" tbat "there is pot a partisan, open or

secret, of tbe rebellion who does not thirty
ache to see the loyal millions quarrelling as to
who shall be our next President;" and, to cap
the climax, that "this in the impulse of the
Herald's periodic starting of a fresh candidate
and exalting him to the skies, then dropping
him forever."
Now, in reply to these positive statements

and accusations, a few words will answer our

present purpose. First, then, it is boeanse
"the business Immediately in hand is the over¬
threw of the rebellion" that we ere advocating
the ftision of all parties upon General Grant
for tbe next Presidency. Tbe present adminis¬
tration, se fbr as It ban attempted the handling
of our armies in tbe held, has deplorably (Wind
to achieve a vigorous aad satisfactory prosecu¬
tion of tba war. General Grant, pursuing his
own judgment, baa aueceeded, on tba oontrary,
far beyond tbe public expectation. He com¬

mands tbe confidenoe of tbe country. Let us

have, what we can have, a spontaneous move¬

ment of the people la his behalf, and the Presi¬
dential canvam aad tba elsction will be brlght-
rned by the crowning trinmphs of the war.

Tbe rebellion will be thoroughly sabdned, tbe
tn'on will be re-established on a solid basis of
Internal harmony, and. with Geunral Grant as

i our next President, we shall hnve. against

every attending foreign Power, great or small,
ample "indemnity for (be piul and security for
the future"

This k our argninonl for tbo substantial uofc-
tlemeat of the Presidential que<U<>* now ty
41 9Tt<TbellttUUt popular mev&aiettt iu sup¬
port of General Grant What u the prospect
if we leave this important busiaee* in the bauds
of the President-mi.king polilioiaua til) July*
The proepect is that each of the little scheming
cliques now at work will bo strengthened into
a powerful and Irrepressible faction, and that
tho result will be a demoralising scrub race,
involving the people of the loyal States in fear¬
ful scones of revolutionary violence; or the
prospect is that, against the divided opposition
elements, President Lincoln will be re-elected.
an issue which, judging by the past, promises
only an indefinite prolongation of the war, and
the expansion of our public debt and paper
currency to the point of a ruinous revulsion.

It is evldsnt that even Gtreeley has had
enough of Abraham Lincoln; it is apparent
that the TrQnmt in asking for time in order to
undermine him and blow bint up, as the unsus¬
pecting Mr.jluward was blown up at Cbioago.
But if we indulge these politicians in this dan¬
gerous business of mining and countermining,
tbey may give us another edition Of the Charles¬
ton add Baltimore conventions of 1860 and
their terrible consequences. Hence we are

urging upon the independent masses of the
people the saving policy of taking this Presi¬
dential election into their own hands, nod with
General Grant as their champion. Our objects
are a smooth and harmonious Presidential cam¬
paign.a perfect union of the people of the
loyal Sates in the prosecution of the war, and
a man in the place of Abraham Lincoln who
has satisfied the country of bis competency to
restore the Union to ite rightful dominion at
home, and to make It respected abroad, and
first in power and influence of all the nations
of the earth.

Is the Honorable Massa Greeley answered1?
If yea, let him brush up and join us; if nay, let
him show his hand.

Tfc# Chc-raller WlkeW »n« «h« Presiden¬
tial Campaign.

Just at present the Chevalier Wikoff is
very busily engaged in Presidential elec¬
tioneering. He has left the pleasant fields
of foreign diplomacy, and has plunged head
foremost into the Presidential campaign. He
has ranged himself under Urn banner of Seward
and President Lincoln, in opposition to Chase,
the financial Don Quixote, and Sancho Panza
Greeley. We hare no doubt that the Chevalier
will do bis devoirs gallantly, gain plenty of
victories, and secure plenty of plunder.
When Napoleon was only a President of a

aepubllc, the CheTalier Wikoff went to Paris, on
a salary of five hundred pounds a year, as the
special agent ofLord Palmerstoirand the British
government. His mission was to manage the
French press and establish the entente cordial?
between France and England. In this the
Chevalier succeeded, and thus laid the founda¬
tion of the fortunes of tbf present Emperor.
If Napoleon were not as ungrateful
as the rest of mankind, be would long ago
have acknowledged this great service by be¬
stowing upon the Chevalier the Cross of the
Legion of Honor and wealth sufficient te sup¬
port this dignity. Not satisfied with this suc¬
cess. however, the Chevalier Wikoff eagaged in
other diplomatic enterprises. He endeavored
to secure a wife for the Prince Napoleon, in the
person of the daughter of the then Ameri¬
can Minister, and a wife far himself, in the
person of Miss Gamble. Both schemes fell
through, and the Chevalier fell out with Miss
Gamble and Into prison. Being released, he
started for home, and, as it happened, Senator
Seward was bis fellow passenger across the
Atlantic. The Chevalier soon, established an
cntoiic cordiate between himself" and Seward,
and they have been bosom friends ever sinoe.
Indeed, the attachment between Damon and
Pytbiaa. or that between David and Jonathan,
seems like the bitterest hatred when compared
to the mutual affection of Seward and Wikoff.
Upon hia arrival here, the Chevalier aent his

old comrade, Buchanan, to the Furies, and fol¬
lowed the lortunes of Senator Seward. When
Seward was defeated at Chicago, Wikoff nearly
broke his heart, grew visibly thin, and had a

strong inclination towards sackcloth and ashes,
lie revived again, however, when Seward waa

appointed Secretary of State, and marched into
the White House with the new Secretary, tike a
true and faithful squire. Then Mr. and Mrs.
Lincoln qnickly discovered the Chevalier's
rare virtues and conceived a great fondness for
him. His advice was eagerly sought, and it ia
said be directed the policy of the State Depart¬
ment towards perfidious England. This ascen¬
dency of the Chevalier soon excited the jeal¬
ousy of the other Cabinet members, and they
were base enough to conspire against him, jast
as discontented people used to conspire against
Cardinal Richelieu or Cardinal Mazarin. Un-
fortunately, however, the enemies of the Che¬
valier enjoyed a temporary triumph. They bad
him arrested and cast him into the Capitol
prison, but not before he had realized fifteen
or twenty thousand dollars from contracts
under Cameron. This sum the Chevalier
sarely invested in California and other gold
paying State bonds. In this he proved him¬
self a better financier than poor Greeley, who
also had contracts nnder Cameroa, but allowed
the harpies of the Tribune Association to rob
bim of moet of the proceeds. But why should
we dwell upon the sufferings which the Cheva¬
lier endnred while he languished in ndamp
and doleful dungeon, a victim of advene olr-
cuinstances and the Hickman Kitchen Commit¬
tee, and n martyr to his devotion to Mrs. Lin¬
coln? Suffice it te my that an angel ia crino¬
line, who ehall be nameless, visited him ia hfc
gloomy priaoo, and he soon found himeetf again
free and doubly endeared to the Lincoln
dynasty.
After spending several months in New York,

where he recovered from the effects of hie cruel
tortures and regulated all the operatic impru-
tarfi and artkrts, the Chevalier Wikoff return¬
ed te Washington some time ago, aad consulted
with Secretary Seward In relation to the next
Presidency. The results of this conference
may be aeeala the almostsimnltaasout renomi-
nation of Mr. Lincoln by the republi¬
cans of New Hampshire end Pennsyl¬
vania. According to the programme then
agreed upon, other States are to fol
low up thie renomination; and the Chevalier
and the Secretary of Slate think that they can
re-elect President Lincoln-with Seward for
the succession.and annihilate Seoretary Cbaee
and poor Greeley without any serious diffi
cully. We acknowledge the genius d splayed
in this plan, and the success which it bus
achieved thus far; but there is one move In

Ibe (MM which ue'ther the Secretary nor the
Chevalier appears to have considered. They
»r« fighting against Secretary Ohaae, whose
they believe 4* be their meat dangerous oppe-
eeatj hut suppose that Secretary Ohmo should
.lip wife, aid disclose the formidable appari¬
tion of General Grant, armed cap a pied, and
ready for the fray* What would beoomo of
Mr. Linoola and Ma champions then* This la a
coatiagdifif for which Mr. Seward and the
Chevalier are altogether unprepared; aid yet
nothing aeoma mere probable than that Secre¬
tary Chaae will rewrt to this vsry manoeuvre.
Every day we are expeetiag the Intelligence
that Chase baa formally withdraws la favor of
Goooral Grant, and that ho will eventually do
so we have not the aligbteat doubt. Aa toon
aa that occur* the Presidential oontest will bo
decided boyend a peradveoture. Lincola may
then go baok to Springfield, and retail Ma juicy
jokes by a barroom fire, -end the Chevalier
Wikoff may go to London and write- Mn auto¬
biography. Bui what wifl become '-at poof
Secretary Seward* Our feelinga dveroeme us, J
and we "pause for a reply. Thuflpw Weed. 1
whit aay you! Bat, if by W toclfent JCr>
Linoola ahoald be re-elected, Bpwfijd ought
certainly to be bin successor, with the Chevalier
Wikoff as "his Secretary of State. Then. In-
deed, our foreign affairs would i>e well
managed.
North Carolina G*ttino Hotter and

Hotter..Enclose a scorpion by n circle of
fire and he will nting himself to death. South¬
ern secession, that scorpion of Southern folly,
la now undergoing this process. The Raleigh
Standard warns the rebel Congress that if the
sweeping despotic military and financial mea¬

sures now pending before that body are passed,
'.the people of North Carolina will take their
affairs Into their own hands, and will prooeed,
in convention assembled, to vindicate their
liberties and their privileges;" and says further
that "there is no power to prevent them from
doing this, and woe be to the official character
who shall attempt to turn the arms of Confede¬
rate soldiers against the people of this State!"
Reduced to plain English, this means that

with the passage of the intolerable tax bills
and conscriptV>n bills now before the rebel
Congress, the people of North Carolina will,
through a State convention, secede from Jeff.
Davis, and fight him should be attempt by arms

to dispute this Southern State right of seces¬

sion. But what right has he to interfere in this
business! Is not the right of secession em¬

phatically affirmed in the so called Confederate
States constitution? It is. Let us rejoice,
therefore, that the scorpion is stinging away
its own life. The people of North Carolina
may now put an end to their own sufferings
and to tbelr insupportable rebel despotism
within thirty days.
Or* Ptblic School Ststkh..The scandal in

the Board of Education, whioh has just resulted
in the expulsion of one of its members, is giving
rise to a good deal of bitter feeling. Those
who feel an interest in the proper working of a

system which, but for the politicians, would be
the beet ever devised, are naturally indignant
that such a slur shoald be cast upon it. We
tell them, however, that this case is not a soli¬
tary one. We can pick out a- number of men,
both in and under the Board, whose character
and antecedents render them utterly unfit for
their positions. Had these been subjected to a

proper scrutiny they would not only not be en¬

trusted with the care of children, but with the
care of anything. Of course when persons of
this stamp have the appointing power the se¬

lections of female teachers will be guided by
their individual preferences. We are satisfied
that if the Board will pursue their investiga¬
tions they will bring to light many more snch
scandals aa that which has just edified the town.
They ewe It to themselves, they owe it to the
usefulness of the system of whieh they have the
management, and they owe it to the community
that there should be a thorough weeding out
of all such contaminating inflnenoes. What
has occurred both here and in Brooklyn will,
we trust, direct attention to the necessity of
a change in the present mode of selecting
these School Commissioners. As long as the
politicians have a controlling voice in their
election the public must expect to bare its
feeling shocked by a repetition of these scan¬

dalous occurrences.

Still Know Nothings..Tbey wbo imagine
that the Express newspaper managers, in join¬
ing their fortunes with the copperhead democ¬
racy, have repented of their follies as Knights
of the Dark Lantern, are under a great mis¬
take. Tbe proceedings ia court in the Expr*s*
case show that its managers are still inveterate
Know Nothings. They know nothing of the
expenses of their mysterious journal, they
know nothing of its receipts, tbey know nothing
of its circulation, and they know nothing of its
advertisements. Under such extraordinary
Know Nothing engineers it is not very sur¬

prising that the Express has fallen so low in its
circulation that, when called upon to tell it,
the man wbo ought to know everything about
it is a regular Know Nothing.

Theatrical-
MS. FRANk DR«W AT THS OLTOPIC.

Mr. Frank Drew made bit first appearance la tbls city
at tke Olympic theatre on Monday evening, before a very
enwded boaoe, la tbe burlesque of Mazeppa. The
performance was repeated last evening.

Mr. Frank Drew Is tbe brother sf the late Mr. John
Draw, the Irish comedian. He Is a great favorite in
Philadelphia, and has Juet returned from a very aaeceo*

mi engagement In England. Wa are glad te say that be
hae fully justified the reputation which bad proceded blm
here, and that be baa aaade a moat decided and emphatic
hit.
Tbe burlesque ef Mazeppa Is one of the beet that Mr.

H. J. Byron ever wrote, it ran a long while la London,
aad was produced at the Winter Garden, three or four
years ago, by Mr. Jstaph Jeffbreou aad Mrs. iJhaafrau
Host who remember Mr. Jefferson la the port of Cnesl-
mer will not he disappointed with Mr Draw, when# style
Is entirely different, and who has bad the advantage ef
eealag Robooa play tbe role, which Mr. Jefferson bad not.
Mr. Drew's Incidental Imitations of Keen, Kembie. Both,
FOrrest, OeeMock aad ether actors are especially fine,
and his slaflag aad danrlag arc excellent.
Of the rent of tbe characters It la not Deceatery to say

anything, exoept that Mrs, Wood plays Ollaaka with bar
usual jallltF, aad that Mr. Davldgo baa bis old port of the
Tatar Khan of Tartary. The scenery and disease are

very goad. We thtok that the pretest programme at this
theatre oaa he retained almost Indefinitely. The rears
and sersams of laughter provoked by Mr. Meriimer.an
fimirtran Charles Matthews In A Ball In n China Aop,
aad the tereems amI roan of laughter eHelied by Mrs.
Weed aad Mr. Draw In Matapps, must-be heard to bo
nppreelsted, end.te use another original phraeo.may ho

The fmmkom Bovemment Iteamer.
Batrrnons, Jan. SO, lilt.

The gorarnment steamer Oeaeral Meigs, which was

.oak on Tanadar algbt off Fort Carroll, Patapsoo river,
wmloaded with gunpowder, fee. Oeaeral K. B. Tyler
aad Captains French, McDowell and Owta were among
her paassagsra She wee bound to Part Tobacco. Tbe
sliemir wae fast la tbe loo when tbe steamer Adelaide
came down apou her, and the steamship Georgia, oa tbe
other aide, oeualog tier te tank.
The General wsd hie tuff were rescued, and eooa suc¬

ceeded la reaching the city.
Soldiers' Hlot lis leymear, lad.

Omrnmavi, Jan. 21, IMt
A riot occurred In Atymour, lad., on Tuesday leat, be¬

tween eo n# drunkea eeldlere aad the guard, which re-
aimed in the death ef twanf Ibertoiers and th< wmioMini
of reverel others

PMtrr Mi nmmn are am attractive vMi ifl
I.*..ti r-itm tt Minim m

MM; Ml jntHluMMMUillktWIirM.vltl
MM equally Important sad dry WIWlMl, Me iMlll
time af Iuibm ImvM|IMl lUi As the lullaby, or
Um Mfktrl i eeag te kU duicleea, *M Mo Mat pra M
IIiUm stern, w)k> cm MMft thai thi great «wk «f
IMirl Wagner, Um ImUwr, la mot the cm-
n>M«MMit of a musical epoch which Mall oeadoct future
imciMii (o ibe understanding Mi enjoyment M
actannic music.bearing T&e MM« reiailea t« Ik* aauatc
nf u> iajr mMm "Mewtea's Priaotpta" ar "Euotid" to
I'MeMerGooaef' tM preduottou la Mis ©Ity af Mm Tana-
burner la aa event af lataraat ta our musical

| oicotaa This apart Ma Man sung In Europe attk ladlf-
I faraot anoeaaa. It waa produced In Pnrtt under tlia

[.|Mrnntagaant olrcunatMaoe*. TM composer kin
doff led Me orchestra, and apart mouths overlooking the
MiM « sorer, and attoaiiag Me raMaranla. ArtMa or

| undoubted ability m*i Um prlnolpal relet; In (act, *11 Mat
oouli ba dan# ta render Ma parfannaaoo n auooaaa, iada
peudootly of Um merit ar Ma Maalo, waa lavishly accom¬
plished.
tho apart m pronouacad n Mra bp IM Parisians,

and, beyond doubt, waa i fdMara, Mara are

oofM very beautiful Mlaga. In tapnMaeir." TM
araafttra la 1m. Mara'.la a march which Ma
Jbde*nytepdldr everywhere, nni ttadrala ft tap chorus;
brtl, Jekpn pa a wMdt, tMopera la dull, Indiana, at times
poeHtguIr peivehtnf { Mar#din""grant agglamaratfana af
sound without melody, which last ao long Mat the ear

plnanitf rodefunderpaid walcaaaa nay ohnnga. We hare
nonmiadtoaa In UM mailer* 4® not foal Saclined ta be-
Ifttiathla apart aran If H wora In our pawtr, but simply
aUtatMt wodoamlt very tlraaama. To our thloklag
tbara aro.too fewplums la tblihoga and htdlgaatlMa pod¬
ding. -A
We ara quite rfeady, Mwarar, to admit our Inability to

nndaratand ar appraalata um "music af tM rulure," and
aaaralp atata Ma tact that wa ware among Ma aambar of
Moan wM at Iba two performance* or Ma opera which
Mto taken placo at our Academy or Music woodared at
IMeaMualaam dlsplapod bp paraoaa who. It teems, ara
fully ooarersant with Um baaaliea and grandeur af Mr.
Wagner's style. It most M recorded that about Mia
period tbla eccentric composer waa agitatlag all Germany
with bis mw Ideas. Musical circles bora ware like
wiai tormented bp tM produotlea of Amerieon
musloal eccentricity. Mr. Fry brought forth an

opera which people wondered nt, mm could not
understand. But Fry and Wagner, la Mair different
styles, will no doubt M better nndorst nd hp posterity.
Wu append a synopsis of tbe plot of Tann.tauser .

first act.
In tbe (rat act Tsnnbsusor, a celebrated siagur <>f tha

.loreoth century. Is seen in the Oars of Venus, llrlog In
the enjoyment of bis impure lore with Mat goddess: but
ha tonga for Ma earth, and, entreating Venus to rulil bis
desire. sM does It under the condition that ba will sing
only of lorn as enioyod with bur. Hera tba scene changes
to tba castle called lb# Wartburg, where Ma Prince Re¬
gent, who la on a hunting tour, In company with his
friends, recognizes Taanhauser and Invites him tojoin tM
Prize Sinking Festival at thn Wartburg.g

¦acorn ACT.
TaanMuser enters and greets tlte to Recent sad

bis niece Kitzabeth, who Is sccreth ore with hist.
Shortly after tho Invited prtaoes and * -its arrive for tha
singing festival, In which Tsnnbsuser hopes to be the vie
tor. Instead of staging songs oftrne love, be aingaof tba en¬
joyments with Venus, and consequently is banished by tba
Prince Regent. Elizabeth Interferes, and begs that Tano-
hauser may ba allowed to Join the pilgrims who mm on
thoir way to Rome to get ab. olutioo of their sins from
tM Pope.

TIURD ACT.
Return of tho pilgrims from Rome, whan Elizabeth

reeks In vain Among them for TSanbsnser; sad, not seeing
him,aba dim broken-hearted, feoon after Tnnnhauaer ar-him. she dim broken-hearted. Soon oner T>nnhauaar ar¬
rives, and. seeing Wolfram, reveals ta aim bis hardships
on htr travel from Rome, sad that tbe Pope would not
grant htm a pardoa. He seeks to return ta tha Cava of Ve¬
nus: but Wolfram persuades him not ta go, and describe*
tba love of Elizabeth, who is inst being borne to tha grave
Tannbanser, la seeing tbe body oT bis beloved. 41**, ut¬
tering "Holy Elisabeth, pray for me:" when, to (be as
tooishment of Wolfram, bis pilgrim's rod oommeaceate
bloom again.
Large audiences have attended tbe performances of

tbh opera, curioaltr drawing together even those who
are not partial to German music. On each occasion there
were hundreds of persons In tbe Academy of Music woo
cimo there ovidoutly with an ids* that a reeling or hos¬
tility was entertained against Mr. Wagner's production,
and with tha settled purpose of applauding Ma opera
through thick and thin. The tnjudiclous demonstrations
of these persons reudered it quite impossible for us to
judge how tbe public liked tbe work. Tbe artists, one
and all, acquitted themselves creditably of tba arduous
task of singing this heavy opera. Tbe mitt at teene w«
rich. Some of tbe cbortMee were attractive, while tM
instrumentation waa really One. TM great merit of
Tannbauaer Is tbe orchestral music. Herein Mr. Wagner
evtnoes genius To night this opera will M given for tbe
third time. Tbe cut includes tM whole of tbe German
troupe.

MOUSB OPERA.
Mr Harrison's opera troop* hsve been perforating to

crowded houses in both cities since the beginning of the
week. On Monday MerlUoa was produced In Brooklyn
for the first tine, and, notwithstanding the weather was

of a character to deter any but ardent lovers of music
from leaving borne, there was a very full attend
ance. We were glad of this for two reasons.

First, for the sake of Mr. Harrieon, whose enterprise In
the production of a charm'ng but risky class of enter-
talnmenta entitles him to aoordlal and generous support;
and, aeoondly, for that of the Brooklyn publlo, which ban
hitherto been charged with indifihreoce to the art to
which they have erected ao pretentious but ill-supported
n tempie.
The first in point of data, and tbe moat popular of

Wallace's operas, Maritana Is to be admired rather
for Its orchestral and concerted e(Tacts than for its
other merits In this It differs from the Bohemian
Girl, whlob is rich Is simple melodies that will
svar keep hold of the popular heart. ArttaUoallv
spec king, Maritana is a work of higher elms,
and was written to disprove the assumption that an Fng
ltih composer was unequal to the difficulties of each an
undertaking. Its combinations are Intricate, bat sktl
fully and delicitely wrought out, aed they evince a
thorough acquaintance with the resoureea of both string
and wind instruments in the concerted pieces are to bo
found some chsrming effects, and, owing to the excel
lence or the cast, they were folly developed on this oc
cation.

rbe part of Maritana is well suited to Madame Borchard
She has features of that Eastern type which accords wall
with tbe character of the gipsy, and tbeir mobility,
coup'ed with a by play tbit baa baen acquired in
the best schools, enables her to gtv* an original and
striking version of It. Her voice at the beginning of the
evening was (lightly veiled by cold; bnt this toon wore
olT, and her performance auf.ered but little from it. In
the opening rommze, "He was a Knight of Princely Mien
the well known and favorite song, '. Scenes tbnt are
Brightest;" the fine quartette at the end of the
second act, and the prayer with Lazarillo at the
end of tbe third, which embrace all tbe ralleot
vocal features of tbe pert, ber highly cultivated method
and brilliant execution elicited for ber even warmer ap
plause than on the first night of her app*«rauce. W*
should M glad, however, to aee, on the pin of this lady
a* well as on thai of tba other artists, a closer adherence
to tbe text of the story. They must not forget that they
are singing in English, and that it will not do to slur over
the words o' the piece a* if It ware m Italian libretto.

Mr. Castle's Don fVsar, e trying rots for snob a stags
novice, was played with mora spirit than we hod reason
to axpect. To lis voeal points he did as m icb justice a«
their scanty merits would allow. The best part in tbe
opart, to oor notion, l» that or Don Joee, which could
hardly have a better interpreter tban Mr. Campbell. No
baritone within our recollection has given with finer
effect Bums' beautiful ballad "In Happy Moments" and
the noble aria' To My Courage Still Regaining." Tbay
created a perfect tempest of eclbuaissm, and, of course,
bid to bt reputed-
Anoth'r gratifying featureof tbe evening was the debut,

in tbe part of Laxartlle, of a young voosiiat, Mies Myero,
partially known, we boilers, to our publlo as e dramatic
reader She mad* quite a hit. Her natural gracefulness,
ber ataga intelligence.and ber aweet.well trained, though
not very powtnui voice, secured for her at ono* a oordlal
reception. In the little she hud to sing eh* was repeat
adlynneored, and the favor that aha won wta anhm -ed
by nor apparent unconsciousness of having d«n* anything
to merit the appleuae lavished on ber. She will prore
an agreeable aoquisltion to Mr Harrison'* troupe.
da was to ba expected to a theatre of such limited re-

.ourest, the first night's ptrformaaoo did not go off quite
smoothly. The mishaps were, however, principally one
fined to the stage buelaeae, and did not afihot-eiiber or
cbealra or cborua, wblcb were In creditable working
order. On tin repetition this evening we expect that a
marked improvement will be noticeable. On Tuesday
and last nlgbt the Bohemian Girl wan again given In New
Tork to crowded houses. Notwithstanding the oompea-
Ing attractions at tba other theatraa, tharo sesms to ba a
determination an the pert of the pnblte to give Engli'b
opera ell the encouragement possible. C»fartu®atety,eo
far aa Naw York la concerned, Mr. Berrteon wBI be an-
able to profit by thin dtomHIea, ee ftem the pmont dot*
to the 3d of February Nible's daleon le lei for odborjar-
formancee. From that time put, however, be fflW .*¦
able to partus his Barter of success unmtqrrupmd. In
the meanwhile New Yorker* wishing tokearEngltnb
opera will have tomake e pilgrimage le BTbetfyR.
The BaatBeieoUeB gasetlen la tha Mm*

vwutmdl hagtalalnre-"4"»iui,mans Jan. 91, MM.
Tbe nrnneedlnia in Ike legislature today, is betfchouaesfwsrsfararable t* tlelmmedlata emancipation

"rbemetk* tepeetpeneIfeeelection *f delegntea to the
Convention w« veied dears.

Const Jeeee" Comvleteff.
a, Jan. 91,1864.

Tbe trial of Oeera* Jeeee, Mesra as Omni Jounoes, for
being n eemmen Wratnr, wen Iled to-day le a eonvte¬
non of the defendant.

TIM ffalee off riwe-Tswemty Bands.
rmuar.mu, Jan 91,1144.

Nearly a million of lb*ftv*-!w*ety loan wan sold today
by the government agent, bight millions were ordered
by telagrtpfe-

Dwtrticttoi of tto Block*it R«
Bangor, Boriigo ill Hen

Duels Between the Cfuboete
and the Rebels

DESTRUCTION OF THE GUN804T IRON DDE

SAFETY OF ALL HANDS,

Tb« Wilmington blockade la now aupertaieadea fey
Baar Admiral Lea la person, ul tellera haa oar corree-

pondenis *k*w |b# .goo# vbhiMr We nemioeSmm
Mm Hgpfrer ef ihe Mook*dm mm

leeeS eeiet^f lylef 1^' OiiiRwt whs® they ONeuMi Sees
bee® cruitiaf. V»w wwiir®\^s thaywtr® o.Hag. ThM
rsMo®*cW tbelp OweHrtles ®C* Nhery -het® eekeoed them ®§op
.®|i N|Hf II®f tie hufle ®t veifc bfiiklef WoeteOe
business Admiral Laa aad (ha aOearaar lhaflaal ara
Setemhed UR®t the p®rt oC WHvtastee ®h®U b# i

ip, aad from present appearances H trill aaea fea

poodeats an Ibat alalia*.

Oww Wdjumiox, Jm. 11,1M4.
On iba nflerooo# of Ifea M Inst. AdmiralLaa, la lb*

Feb kes,chase# Ifea Bendlgo aafeora, tan mIlea southwest sT
Fori Oaatrell. On Ifee 4th Inst, feur of our Seal apaai aaoat
oT lha day la raising abot and ahall oa few, although aha
had boon fenroad aa lha day previous fey lha Fak-kaa Oa
lha ftth H waa docldad to tow few halt ok lha baach, aad
tbo day waa apent la bailing and pumping bar out, bant¬
ing up fear anchors aad la plugging up ahatbolaa: far,
comparatively speaking, aha waa imlajnred, aad, aa tfea
waa aa Iroa vessel, bar bail would be worth abaut
.sa^oa.
At noon oa the totfe last, lha Montgomery aad Iron Ago

attempted to tow bar off. Advantage waa taken of
the high tide. While tugging at bar Urn eddy swept both
boats around on tbo bar, which milt out at right engine
from them, aad is made by the current catting into Folly
Inlet. The Montgomery succeeded la getting off; but tb*
Iroa Ago alack rati, although the Daylight aad Governor
Buckingham dona their ntmoat to relieve her from bar

parllaoa situation. She was la time, aad after every
ollbrt proved unavailing, abandoned. About four o'clock
oa the mornlog of tbo 11th last., after having boon not aa

fire, the blow up. Nothing could have exceeded the mag¬
nificence of lha scene. Leaping la mld-be*vaa for a mo¬

ment stood a pillar of white ftre, surmounted by a doasa
of fiery red clouds. Bursting shells, brands af the burn¬
ing wreck, the air ailed with glowing embers, made upa
picture seldom witnessed nod never to bo forgotten
Whon daylight came, not a mile further south, hard

and fast ashore, eras discovered another blockade ma¬

nor. She was probably chased tbo day previous by tb*
other division of our fleet. An attempt was made to got
ber off, aad a hawser was seat out; but tbo rebels killed
one of the boat's crew and wounded another. The Emma
6ent a boat, but recalled II. Admiral Leo then ordered
tbo Minnesota to open Ire oa the rebels add the blocgado
runner. She was loaded with saltpetre sad cartridges.

I the vessel alluded to is probably the Hero..!*.
HaajtLD.]

Since my la.«l» blockade runner. «n»ed «» J"
ber and the reeult wu». one men frem tlml»¦£££S£«- ooe wounded. Th* hepped -

the morning of ^
&r **» *» "* .On the efternoon oC the eeme day

w.xjy-.riyi£T«..der mil steam, and ¦«» »n"UMW _7~" . do ^«. *r'7C.ZZUTi-Know tM
mu.IV 1M «««¦doubt nlsM during tb® ntgnt jr

"ilTiiSr.<w- » -'.'. ""rstem: ~tss"sr.TE.-S«VVM,»«I« WN"«"'*'Sbat with ut a goed reaalt. The Montgomery^^and for . time It »«tb^*ht' *
hacked off withoutengines being *ory powerful, ebe «. 00

sustaining the ellghteet injury.

n.ac....c«¦>.".tunriv... ».' r"uu
bar*not time togwni"JTJnSTWo pest has heea aha*

22:22158
«a?6rrJ3L-KJSS&B&
ed . eteimer destroyed by the narrow. .

"WTiKJ»?-. .*.«'".»«..-".^^SSETSSNSv". ».
"S«iu.!-^'a^xrr«While the Monlgomeryweeflrmg

#oeeet e ho.ee in th#.ggfff,*» the .here wembunting .hell. Two baggage wagoua «»

r:."*?¦*«*«.* Ofmr-Itobert W.

,rT;^ gbrtme-r. T. Waaler. Ulrtek FWWbnrg, W«
H Putnam. Mllllam C. JfoDermott.Je'taaAsHiM Poymndrr-N <£, Freewm.Xling Aui***< ^5g*^TJi"ttuit^4waN T. Ma-©W<mw».Aetlnf Second Aeat

Hamllteo, DaalMOinn-a: Acthut Tbtrd *fJ^!*5^ow«."TSiiSBJrtS&SSK-E?.
P.M.. I»t.ni«.-"-

o,vw«"-»»

»> p~»~; ^JSStSSSS£bill on the Bai.lt of Albloa, of tbWBWe, w
w.wo, of lW .>atb0m

M Hut-bison a counterfeitworthies., »*««[ "J^*tJ*Kof the New Wig-

'IB:£«¦&,. S-JTSSJS!-K
SSJSSStSS~tSf-
.dMa BAT.-» *""«^.SmSHouetoo atreet, en the charge of J»Ttn^»a«ythrown a quantity of ^'trlo' oTar

kvni|| *Wade, e mrtdeat ef llumgaa^ MM|^iaMMa«taSm tbe firat bJ?imelf the would hunt MgBiJfraaa ramieeye. out of ber head Jaattea ^̂ the^Srirsssus ssu* «* ^
transpire.

d en gulehiy an penmnm. R> y J.a. nr»y^The wire, ere «*IB iewh AH
readeiulaery aneettled- .Thegnnt M trarat- Thnsrtissss^^ssvs.-v-«w-

penelblh.
The Rooemt .jffb, t«ih

-t4w ef thefm^®«»^^,5J^myeeef the reed,m. atone aheep mimerfy.^l^TiuT.maer la wblcftusd is determined te
it hee boee eperaten. ..-.


